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ANNOUNCEMENT

GambleAware recommissions the Scottish Gambling Education Hub
delivered by Fast Forward

London, 17 November 2021: GambleAware has recommissioned the Scottish Gambling
Education Hub for a further three years from 1% November 2021. The Hub has been delivered by
the Scottish charity Fast Forward since 2018.

The Scottish Gambling Education Hub, funded by GambleAware, works with young people, and
the adults in their lives, to raise awareness of gambling harms, and ensure that those working
with young people and families are confident in their ability to offer harm reduction advice and
signpost those who need it to advice and support.

The Hub’s mission will remain to ensure all children, young people and families in Scotland have
access to gambling education and prevention opportunities and resources. Improvements to the
current structure of the programme will be made, to ensure partners, practitioners, and
policymakers remain engaged with the issue.

To date, the Hub has trained staff from more than 550 different organisations across all 32 local
authorities in Scotland, including schools, colleges, universities, youth work and family services.

Since its creation, the Hub and the external evaluation provider, identified potential areas for
improvement in the existing gambling training delivery model. Based on these insights the
updated structure for the programme will offer a more tailored approach to gambling prevention
and education training for professionals and practitioners. With an increased use of the existing
training and resources, the availability of gambling harm awareness and support activities for
children, young people, and families across Scotland will be improved.

In addition, in 2019, the Scottish Gambling Education Hub established the Scottish Gambling
Education Network (SGEN) to bring together individuals from a variety of settings with the aim to
share best practices, provide support and help establish, sustain, and improve gambling
education and prevention provision across Scotland. The Hub will continue to facilitate and
broaden the scope of SGEN activities, introducing hosting a national conference in 2022.

The Scottish Education Hub will play a key part in supporting the creation of the English
Education Hub and Welsh Education Hub, projects that will soon be commissioned by
GambleAware to help the prevention of gambling harm among young people in both nations.

GambleAware Chair: Kate Lampard CBE | Chief Executive: Zoé Osmond

Registered in England No 4384279
g g Trustees: Saffron Cordery, Professor Sian Griffiths OBE,

Michelle Highman, Rachel Pearce, Paul Simpson,

Charity No England & Wales: 1093910
Charity No Scotland: SC049433




2 GambleAware

Dr Jane Rigbye, Prevention Director at GambleAware said: “Fast Forward has demonstrated its
value as a key partner to prevent gambling harm among young people in Scotland. Given the
success of the work already carried out, continuity is vital.

“The Scottish Education Hub has engaged with young people, parents, the community and youth
workers in an impactful and creative way to deliver unique projects over the years.

“We are delighted to support them further in their prevention and education work and look
forward to publishing the independent evaluation of the project for their work in 2022.”

Allie Cherry-Byrnes, Fast Forward’s CEO said: “Fast Forward’s work supports young people to
make informed choices regarding risk-taking behaviours, towards positive life-long health
outcomes.

“Gambling has become normalised in our communities, with many young people affected by their
own gambling, or by the gambling of a parent, carer, or family member.

“The renewed funding from GambleAware means that the Scottish Gambling Education Hub will
continue to work with young people, parents and educators to raise awareness of gambling
harms and ensure support is accessible if they need it.”
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About GambleAware
GambleAware is an independent charity (Charity No. England & Wales 1093910, Scotland
SC049433) that champions a public health approach to preventing gambling harms — see
www.begambleaware.org/for-professionals/about-us

GambleAware is a commissioner of independent evidence-informed prevention and
treatment services in partnership with expert organisations and agencies across Great
Britain, with over £56 million of funding under active management.

In April 2021 GambleAware published a new five-year strategy which defined the charity’s
vision of a society where people are safe from gambling harms. This vision is based on a
whole-system approach, which acknowledges the many other organisations, networks and
individuals, including those who have lived experience of gambling harms, that already play a
key role across the system, or have the potential to do so in the future. Alongside this,
GambleAware outlined its four key strategic priorities and four commissioning objectives
which will help guide the charity as it strives to achieve its vision.
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In partnership with gambling treatment providers, GambleAware has spent several years
methodically building structures for commissioning a coherent system of brief intervention
and treatment services, with clearly defined care pathways and established referral routes to
and from the NHS — a National Gambling Treatment Service.

GambleAware produces public health campaigns including ‘Bet Regret’ and is responsible for
the design and delivery of the campaign based on best practice in public health education.
See: www.begambleaware.org/for-professionals/safer-gambling-campaign.

About Fast Forward

Fast Forward is Scotland’s national youth work agency, focusing on supporting children & young
people to make informed choices regarding, and take a harm reduction approach to, risk-taking
behaviours, towards reducing the negative impacts of these behaviours on their lives and those
of their families and wider community.

Established in 1987, Fast Forward works directly with children and young people, providing
training and resources to their parents / carers, and the youth workers, teachers and other
practitioners in their lives.

This is done through working directly with young people, and those who support them, providing
experiential learning based on accurate information and sound advice.
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